THE   FUTURE   IN  EDUCATION

because by staying at home the boy can earn money forth-
with; of the business man, who wants to get his able son
at once into the firm and grudges the expense of time in
his further education. It is a plea which (if nature did not
show its absurdity in this case) could be made against
giving holidays to an efficient official. eHe cannot be
spared.' He is spared, because otherwise he would break
down; and when it is realised that periods of systematic
study are as necessary to the intellectual vigour of the
mind, as periods of recreation to the health of the body,
such periods will be recognised as a necessity, in order to
avoid a different kind of breakdown, chronic and unrecog-
nised, from which at present many officials and offices
suffer. No one would hesitate to forgo the immediate use
of money, if by parting with it for six months he could earn
an ample return; and, if there is any truth in my arguments,
the return will be ample, and the abler the official, the
ampler the return, both for the man and for the body which
he serves. A man lives with details and immediate pro-
blems in the narrow deep-sunk pit of his daily work, and
needs at times to climb out of it and look round; to see not
only the department with which he is concerned but his
occupation as a whole, and that occupation's place in the
wider order of things; to remember that principles should
guide individual decisions and to consider what these
principles are; to study related problems and methods in
other institutions and countries. Every moment the crust
of routine is forming over the mind, thickening, and
impairing its fertility; only a continually renewed activity
of thought can break it up.

I envisage the growth of a practice by which the
Government and Local Authorities will regularly second
their more promising officials for periods of systematic
study at the university. The growth may be slow. The

87